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Obedience
What comes to one’s mind when he or she hears of the word “obedience”? The term, indeed, in its simpler Old Testament meaning signifies “to hear,” “to listen.”
 The term also carries with it the ethical significance of hearing with reverence and obedient assent. In the New Testament, a different origin is suggestive of "hearing under" or of subordinating one's self to the person or thing heard, hence, "to obey."
 The word in the New Testament has yet other usages. The relation expressed in the word can be viewed between master and servant, parents and children, and believers to authority. However, the highest significance of its usage is that of the relation of man to God. Obedience is the supreme test of faith in God and reverence for Him. But how are we to understand this word in light of Christian’s social responsibility? Virtually every society has developed some sort of hierarchy in which some individuals exercise a degree of authority over others. For example, teachers have authority over their students; police officers have authority over members of the public. In fact, it is hard to conceive of a society that could function without this type of arrangement. However, there are times when private belief and compliance with those in authority may come into conflict. What should be the Christian’s response? What is obedience for Christians? And to what extent should Christians stay obedient? This research will seek to answer these questions in light of biblical ethics.
   In engaging the study of a Biblical word, or of a truth of the Christian life, it is a great help to take a survey of the place it takes in Scripture. As we see where, and how often, and in what connections it is found, its relative importance may be apprehended as well as its bearing on the whole of revelation. We begin with the Garden of Eden. In Eden, it is clear that obedience was the one virtue of Paradise, the one condition of man's abiding there, the one thing his Creator asks of him. Nothing is said of faith, or humility, or love: obedience includes all. As supreme as is the claim and authority of God is the demand for obedience as the one thing that is to live. In Gen. 2:16, we read: “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying.” And later (3:11), “Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat”?'
 Hence, from the beginning, it is already obvious that in the life of man, to obey is the one thing needful. 
  Similarly, if we move to the last book of the Bible, Revelation 22:14, we can read these words, “Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have a right to the tree of life.” Thus, from beginning to end, from Paradise lost to Paradise regained, the law is unchangeable--it is only obedience that gives access to the tree of life and the favor of God. In Emil Brunner’s book: The Divine imperative,” one can read this, “The Question, What ought we to do? the great question of humanity, is the entrance to the Christian faith; none can evade it who wish to enter the sanctuary. But it is also the gate through which one passes out of the sanctuary again, back into life; but in spite of the fact that the question- so far as the actual language is concerned- is unaltered, it has gained new meaning.”
 If the word under consideration may have new meaning in light of what Jesus Christ has done for us on the cross, however, the principle remains. We ought to work as He himself worked. We must emulate Jesus.
And if  one asks how the change was effected out of the disobedience at the beginning that closed the way to the tree of life, to the obedience at the end that again gained entrance to it, turn to THAT WHICH STANDS MIDWAY between the beginning and the end--The Cross of Christ. In Romans 5:19 we read, “For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.” Philippians 2:8 states, “He became obedient unto death, therefore God hath highly exalted Him”. The book of Hebrews, in turn, has this to say, Hebrews 5:8, 9, “Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.”
Thus, it is clear that the whole redemption of Christ consists in restoring obedience to its place. The beauty of His salvation consists in this, that He brings us back to the life of obedience, through which alone the creature can give the Creator the glory due to Him, or receive the glory of which his Creator desires to make him partaker. Paradise, Calvary, Heaven, all proclaim with one voice: Child of God! the first and the last thing thy God asks of us is simple, universal, unchanging obedience. “Immortality, promised to man on condition of obedience, had been forfeited by transgression. Adam could not transmit to his posterity that which he did not possess; and there could have been no hope for the fallen race had not God, by the sacrifice of His Son, brought immortality within their reach” (White, GC, p. 533).

  Besides, in the history of God's kingdom, obedience has always played a role of special prominence in the life of His true believers. This can be seen in the life of the patriarchs such as Noah, Abraham, Moses.  After the forty years wandering in the wilderness, and its terrible revelation of the fruit of disobedience, there was again a new beginning when the people were about to enter Canaan. There is no book of the Bible which uses the word 'obey' so frequently, or speaks so much of the blessing obedience will assuredly bring than Deuteronomy.  If fact Deuteronomy 11:27 can be considered as summary of the whole book, “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse the blessing if you obey the commands of the LORD your God that I am giving you today; the curse if you disobey the commands of the LORD your God…” Yes, a Blessing if we Obey! And that is the key-note of the blessed life. Canaan, just like Paradise and Heaven, can be the place of blessing as it is the place of obedience.  Let us then care for the obedience, God will care for the blessing. Let our one thought as a Christian be, how I can obey and please my God perfectly. For, to obey is better than sacrifice (1 Samuel 15:22). Ellen White is not evasive of this subject; she has this to say, “His commandments and grace are adapted to our necessities, and without them we cannot be saved, do what we may. Acceptable obedience He requires. The offering of goods, or any service, will not be accepted without the heart. The will must be brought into subjection. The Lord requires of you a greater consecration to Him and a greater separation from the spirit and influence of the world. (White, 2T 169.1).

I totally share Ellen white’s position on this matter, For as it was for Jesus, so it is for us; the only way under heaven to abide in divine love is to keep the commandments. Don’t let me ask, have you known it, have you heard it preached, have you believed it and proved it true in your experience: obedience on earth is the key to a place in God's love in heaven? Unless there be some correspondence between God's whole-hearted love in heaven, and our whole-hearted, loving obedience on earth, Christ cannot manifest Himself to us, God cannot abide in us, we cannot abide in His love. 
If we go on from our Lord Jesus to His apostles, we find in the Acts two words of Peter's which show how our Lord's teaching had entered into him. In the one, 'God hath given His Holy Spirit to them that obey Him,' --he proves how he knew what had been the preparation for Pentecost, the surrender to Christ. In the other, 'We must obey God rather than man' --we have the man-ward side: obedience is to be unto death; nothing on earth dare or can hinder it in the man who has given himself to God. 
   In Peter’s first epistle, we see obedience as the very starting point of true holiness. In verse 22 we read, 'Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth.” Hence, we can conclude that the whole acceptance of the truth of God was not and is not merely a matter of intellectual assent or strong emotion: it was and is a subjection of the life to the dominion of the truth of God: the Christian life was and is in the first place obedience. Obedience is also the one certificate of Christian character. Obedience is the secret of good conscience, and of the confidence that God hears us.
Such is the place obedience has in Holy Scripture, in the mind of God, in the hearts of His servants. We may well ask, does it take that place in my heart and life? Have we indeed given obedience that supreme place of authority over us that God means it to have, as the inspiration of every action, and of every approach to Him? If we yield ourselves to the searching of God's Spirit, we may find that we never gave it its true proportion in our scheme of life, and that this lack is the cause of all our failure in prayer and in work. We may see that the deeper blessings of God's grace, and the full enjoyment of God's love and nearness, have been beyond our reach, simply because obedience was never made what God would have it be-the starting-point and the goal of our Christian life. 
Here is the call to emulate Christ’s life. Indeed, the object of Christ's life of obedience can be depicted as an example, to show us what true obedience was; as our Surety, by His obedience to fulfill all righteousness for us, and as our Head, to prepare a new and obedient nature to impart to us. So He died, too, to show us that His obedience means a readiness to obey to the uttermost, to die for God; that it means the vicarious endurance and atonement of the guilt of our disobedience; that it means a death to sin as an entrance to the life of God for Him and for us. Let every one of us who would know what obedience is, consider well: It is the obedience of Christ that is the secret of the righteousness and salvation I find in Him. The obedience is the very essence of that It was obedience that made Christ the object of the Father's love (John 10:17, 18) and our Redeemer; it is Obedience Alone that can lead us in the way to dwell in that love (John 14:21, 23) and enjoy that redemption. 
So, Let us, like the Son, believe that God works all in us, and we shall have the courage to yield ourselves to an unreserved obedience--an obedience unto death. That yielding ourselves up to God will become the entrance into the blessed experience of conformity to the Son of God in His doing the Father's will, because He counted on the Father's power. Let us give our all to God. He will work His all in us. As L.A. Garrard remarks, “God is the ultimate source of all moral obligation. The only absolute duty is to do is will.”
 Idziak, in his book: Divine Command Morality, particularizes that, “The essence of true morality is to be found primarily in complete obedience to the sovereign Lord.”

  In addition to obedience in relation to God, the Bible also talks about obedience in relation to parents. And again, the example to follow is found in Jesus Himself. Luke 2:51 records:“Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart.” In Ephesians 6:1-2, Paul asserts, “Eph 6:1-2, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother"-which is the first commandment with a promise”- “that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth”(NIV). Indeed, this commandment is not new. It was inculcated among the Israelites of old. “Honor thy father and mother, that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” And in the apostles’ time they spoke language perfectly in agreement with this view. “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.” This is in accordance with the evidence furnished to every rational mind. There should be a positive surrender of the children’ wills to that of their parents. 

Moreover, it is observable, that the Apostle Paul enforces this duty by a threefold encouragement: First, he says to the Ephesians children that you should obey your parents because ‘it is right.’ By right, we see an instance of justice as well as mercy. It is no more than their due; it is what we owe to them for the very being which we have received from them. Secondly, this is acceptable to the Lord; it is peculiarly pleasing to the great Father of men and angels that we should pay honour and obedience to the fathers of our flesh. Thirdly, it is the first commandment with promise; the first to the performance whereof a peculiar promise is annexed: “that it may be well with thee, and that thy days may be long in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” This promise has been generally understood to include health and temporal blessings, as well as long life. 
 But how are we to obey our parents? Before we consider how we are to obey our parents, it may be inquired, how long we are to obey them. Are children to obey only till they run alone, till they go to school, till they can read and write, or till they are as tall as their parents, or, attain to years of discretion? Not at all, if they obey only because they fear to be beaten, or because otherwise they cannot procure food and clothes, what avails such obedience? Those only who obey their parents when they can live without them, and when they neither hope nor fear anything from them, shall have praise from God. But is a man that is at age, or a woman that is married, under any farther obligation to obey their parents? With regard to marriage, although it is true that a man is to leave father and mother, and cleave unto his wife; and, by parity of reason, she is to leave father and mother, and cleave unto her husband;  yet we cannot learn, either from Scripture or reason, that marriage either cancels or lessens the general obligation of filial duty. 
Practically, what is implied in, "Children, obey your parents in all things (Collosians 3:20)?" Certainly the First point of obedience is to do nothing which your father or mother forbids, whether it be great or small. Nothing is more plain than that the prohibition of a parent binds every conscientious child; that is, except the thing prohibited is clearly enjoined of God. Nor indeed is this all; the matter may be carried a little farther still: A tender parent may totally disapprove what he does not care flatly to forbid. What is the duty of a child in this case? How far is that disapprobation to be regarded? Whether it be equivalent to a prohibition or not, a person who would have a conscience void of offence should undoubtedly keep on the safe side, and avoid what may perhaps be evil. It is surely the more excellent way, to do nothing which you know your parents disapprove. To act otherwise seems to imply a degree of disobedience, which one of a tender conscience would wish to avoid. In light of this, it seems that the very first thing which children have to learn is to obey their parents, to submit to their will, in all things. Ellen White appears to be forthright on this matter. She remarks that,
   “One of the first lessons a child needs to learn is the lesson of obedience. Before he is old enough to reason, he may be taught to obey. By gentle, persistent effort, the habit should be established. Thus, to a great degree, may be prevented those later conflicts between will and authority that do so much to create alienation and bitterness toward parents and teachers, and too often resistance of all authority, human and divine(Ed. P.287.1).
  Also in her book, “Child Guidance,”  she made it clear that happiness is depend on obedience. But more than, she has this to say to us, “Let fathers, mothers, and the educators in our schools remember that it is a higher branch of education to teach children obedience. Altogether too little importance is attached to this line of education” (CG, 79).
 
Thus, it is clear: Children shall obey to their parent for the Lord sake. But parents should never forget that obedience starts with them; they should teach it to their children. All in all, we can say that the will of the parent is a law to the child, who is bound in conscience to submit thereto unless it be contrary to the law of God. 
   In addition to the obedience to the will of God and obedience in relation to parents, the bible also talks about obedience to authority. Hence, in this last section of this paper, we we look at 1 Peter 2:13-17, so that we can answer two of the questions we asked at the beginning of this paper, notably: What should be the Christian’s response to obedience? And to what extent should Christians stay obedient? In 1 Peter 2: 13-17, we read this word,
“Submit yourself to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men- as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king” (NKJV).

In this text, we see Peter’s command for relating to the institutions of society is expressed in one word: Submit. But how are we to understand what Peter is trying to say here? Here, we see obedience in relation to submission. But how are we to understand this idea of complete submission?
First, we see that although the behavior demanded may not be distinctively Christian, but the motive behind it is for the Lord’s sake. In other words, the motivation for obedience is not avoiding punishment but is for the Lord’s sake. It is obvious that when society turns on you, doubts about your worth and significance came about. This is the case when Christians does not respect themselves by not following the rules of society. Others in this case may view Christians as not only reputed innovators in religion, but disturbers of the state; therefore, the apostle, dealing probably with these kind of issues settle the rules and measures of obedience to the civil magistrate. It is like saying in our day: “Obey the speed limit for the Lord’s sake.” Hence, Peter calls for a general call of humility, based humility under God, for the Lord sake. Indeed, all are to submit to God, and as Micah 6:8 says, “to walk humbly with your God.” It is clear that Peter requires cooperation and compliance not because the state requires it, but  ﻿for the sake of the Lord. 
Moreover, Christians were to submit to every one above them, whether to the king supreme, which can literally be taken to mean any one standing above, or in position over them. Peter then mentions the rulers of the time: The king, or the governors which were the legates, procurators, or proconsuls charged with carrying out the imperial will of punishing the disobedient and rewarding the good. 

  In verse 15, Peter points out that it is God's will for Christians by their submission to the state authorities to "silence" the "ignorance"-a kind description of "foolish" men. In other words, Peter is saying that the best way to put to silence those who falsely accuse you is to provide no occasion to it. Thus, your exemplary conduct through submission to the institutions of society should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.

In verse 16, Peter warns his readers that Christians can enjoy true freedom only when they obey God and live as servants. Verse 17 concludes with a four-point summary of Christian citizenship. First, Christians are to respect or to honor, value, esteem everyone. Believers should be conscious of the fact that each human has been uniquely created in God’s image. Second, Christians are to love the brotherhood of believers, their brothers and sisters in Christ. God’s family members should love each other. Third, Christians are to fear God. The verb “fear” here does not mean to be in terror, but awe and reverence that lead to obedience. One will never truly respect people until he reverences God. Fourth, believers are to honor the king.  The respect or honor due to all is especially to be given to those God has placed in authority. But to what extent shall believers continually obey? 
Believe or not, the message of 1 Peter 2:13-17 is for us also today. The ultimate Christian answer to persecution, detractors and critics is that of a blameless life, conduct beyond reproach and good citizenship. In particular, obedience, or submission is a supremely Christlike virtue.﻿ We also, in this society, must submit to every human institution for the Lord’s sake. By submission, we mean being a good citizen. But, we must also be reminded that our ultimate loyalty is to God. There is a time when obedience is not required. Indeed, if a human government orders a believer to act contrary to the revealed will of God, then the believer must disobey the government. In that case he has a higher responsibility; he should obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29). If punishment is meted out for his disobedience, he should endure it courageously. Under no circumstances should he rebel or seek to overthrow the government. 

  Besides, in verse 15, we learn that God’s will is that His people should live so honorably and unblamably that the unconverted will have no legitimate basis for accusation. By lives of exemplary conduct, Christians can and should expose the ignorance of the charges made against Christianity by foolish men. 

Christians and the Christian faith are ceaselessly bombarded by the ignorance of foolish men. It may be in the university classroom; it may be in the science laboratory; it may be in the pulpit. Peter says that one of the best answers to such blasting is a holy life, a life of obedience. 

In light of verse 16, we understand that liberty does not mean license. In other words, freedom does not include lawlessness. So we must never use our freedom as a pretext for evil. Sinful disobedience should never be justified by some pseudo spiritual excuse. Hence, generally speaking, the Christian can live under any form of government. The only time he should disobey is when he is ordered to compromise his loyalty or obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ.
     All in all, we see that obedience, as a branch of Christian ethics, is to be viewed not only with respect to the relations existing between God and man and between man and society but also with respect to the example of Christ and man's relation to Him, as well with respect to children and parents. Thus, we can say that obedience lies at the heart of Christian love. The secret of true obedience is the clear and close personal relationship to God. All our attempts after full obedience will be failures until we get access to His abiding fellowship. It is God's holy presence, consciously remaining with us, that keeps us from disobeying Him. Without obedience, there cannot be the spiritual power to enter into the knowledge of God's Word and will. Without obedience, there cannot be the confidence, the boldness, the liberty that knows that it is heard. Obedience is fellowship with God in His will; without it there is not the capacity for seeing and claiming and holding the blessings He has for us. 
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