Donald Paul

Early Church

Overview of the First Six Centuries
1stCentury – A Search for Identity
This is the century in which Christ lived. Christianity was a very small thing in search for Identity.  But after the death of John the Apostle, there was no longer a connection with anyone who had known Jesus personally.
2nd Century – A Search for Authority
Jesus went to heaven and all the Apostles were dead by now. People were asking question: Which books should Christians use a source of authority and who should be able to interpret them?  Which gospels are authoritative?  Who is in charge of the church?  Some churches have a local bishop over them; but Christianity wanted to be known as an old and venerable religion, and be separate itself from Judaism. Some wanted to hold on, some wanted to break away from Jewish root. Several other religions began- Some Gnostic sects started to appear. Jews became paria. It was a hard century for Judaism.
3rd Century – A Search for Leadership
Discussion on ways to read the Scriptures- What stories of Jesus are true. Who is the church. Cyprian defines the Church as the Bishops- Who is in charge? 
A basic canon was established.  The edges are a little loose, but the four gospels have been accepted and the others rejected.  An agenda for interpreting scripture has begun to take shape, mostly by identifying how scripture should not be interpreted.  Leadership is beginning to develop at the level of the bishops.
4th Century – A Search for Majority
 Christianity becomes a majority religion in the Roman Empire with help of Constantine.  Roman persecution of Christians stops, and Christians began persecuting Christians because of variances in belief and in church politics.
5th Century – A Search for Orthodoxy
Who has the right doctrine? Primarily it was orthopraxy-  Previous centuries have been more concerned with orthopraxy – right practice.  This century is marked by a struggle to define Christology. It is question now of right thinking.
6th Century – A Search for Empire
Rome is dying. Christianity is living. Christianity began to take where Rome left.  Christianity begins to show itself to be more of an empire than Rome.
7th Century – A Search for Maintenance
To hold on to tradition- An economy has developed that allows people to have leisure time.  In the Roman Empire, about 5% of the population could afford leisure.  Many of these individuals were very studious.  A centralized government allows for these things. 
We were also moving toward a feudal central of government. Great deal of learning. During the 7th century, this model was disintegrating.  The church was entering the Dark Ages.
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Persecution
Date

Persecutor

Source


Persecuted



34

Saul and Jews
            Acts 8:1

Stephen

64

Nero


Tacitus


Peter and Paul






1Clement 5

96

Domitian

Revelation

Cities of Asia Minor

98-117
Trajan


Pliny the Younger

Ignatius




Ignatius of Antioch

Martyrs of Pontus

177

Marcus Aurelius
Martyrs of Lyon

Polycarp, Justin


Commodius

Scillitan Martyrs

Blandina, Sanctus










Scillitan

193-211
Severus





Perpetua & Felicitus










Origen’s Parents

249-251
Decius

             Various





Letters of Cyprian

257 
         Valerius                     Cyprian
303-305        Diocletion               Bishops + Scriptures

313               Edict of Milan
Cyprian, by the age of 40 gave away all of his personal wealth. He become bishop of Carthage after 2years and one haft. During a persecution by the Roman emperor Decian (250–251), Cyprian hid himself near the city and continued to conduct the affairs of the church. 

       For the majority of this time, emperors were not seeking out Christians unless accusations were brought against the Christians.  This is sort of a passive persecution.  Polycarp was sort of an exception to this rule in that he was not brought to court by his accusers, but was sought out by the rulers after he had been accused.

In Lyon (177), there was an active persecution against Christians
Decius, Roman emperor, 249–251; instituted a brief but severe persecution of Christians. He was not secure as a ruler, so he persecuted the Christians very harshly. Decius believed that Rome needed to return to its old traditions, so he revived the office of censor to supervise morals. To restore the Roman religion he required all citizens to offer sacrifices to pagan gods. Some Christians bought certificates ( libelli ) saying they had sacrificed. The theologians Origen and Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, suffered in Decius’s persecution—but were not killed. At this time Cyprian knows that he has to handle the situation carefully, because his authority has been eroded.  He brought in a group of bishops to lend him authority.  He knew that he had to give some structure to the mess that existed in Carthage.  One of their first actions was to decide that, since the emperor views the church as the bishops, they will define it that way too.  The church is the bishops.  Their second action was to pronounce that only the bishops can forgive sins.  This is the very beginning of the idea that the church becomes the conduit or pipeline of grace.  Cyprian said that “if you do not have the church as your mother, you can not have God as your Father.”  This idea was developed into the teaching that you cannot be saved outside of the church.  This group prescribed hard penance for life to all those who had lied or offered incense to Decius.  Just before death, they would be given the Eucharist and welcomed back into the church so that they could be saved.
In 257, Valerius comes to the throne and the persecution comes to Carthage this time.  Cyprian starts to leave town and then turns around when he is halfway to Ithica.  He returns to Carthage and takes his stand.  Without a trial, it is announced that he will be killed.  Ten thousand people came to watch his execution.  Many of the pagans who witnessed his martyrdom converted to Christianity.  His death earned a lot of credibility for his theology and ecclesiology.  In his death, he earned authority, and one of the biggest mistakes in theology became cemented as a part of the tradition of the Christian church.

Diocletian ruled from 284-305, but most of his persecution came from 303-305.

311 AD – Edict of Toleration

313 AD – Edict of Milan

Diocletian tried to bring his empire together with a conservative reform focusing on the roots of the Roman religion – worshipping the gods.  The Christians in his empire would not worship.  He tried to get the Bishops to give up the scriptures.  This was better than creating more martyr stories.  He destroyed hundreds of Christian churches.  He was unable to stamp our Christianity in the Roman Empire.

Right after the Edict of Toleration, Carthage is the center of the greatest concentrations of Christians in the Roman Empire.  The Bishop of Carthage heard that the Bishops of Rome and Alexandria were killed.  The soldiers came to get him, and he gave them some heretical writings to be burned.  The news of what he had done got out.  The Roman prisoners were fed by the church.  The Archdeacon Caecillius would not give food and water to the prisoners who had been badmouthing the Bishop of Carthage.  During the midst of this situation, the Bishop died.  Caecillius got three of the local bishops together and had them elect him as the Bishop of Carthage.  Then he sent out letters to bishops all over the world that he is the Bishop of Carthage.  Now his authority was recognized all over.  When the locals found out, they rebelled and called a synod to elect a “real” bishop.  They elected Majorinus and sent out their own letters.  The world church considered him a usurper – a schismatic.  In the middle of the conflict, Majorinus died.  The locals still will not accept Caecillius as their bishop, but instead elect Donatus.  The world church will not acknowledge Donatus.  They begin to call his followers Donatists.  They have no theological differences, but they are clearly separated into two groups.  The Donatists viewed themselves as the pure remnant.  Now we see a new chapter of the Christians bringing the Donatists to martyrdom.
The term “catholic” arises out of the early Christian interpretation of Malachi 1:11 and the universal nature of the sacrifice.

Constantine decided that the way to pull the empire together is to join the Christians.  His mother was a Christian.  She began rebuilding the churches that Diocletian destroyed.
While persecution of Christians was a reality under the Roman Empire, it was not universal.  This did not stop it from becoming a very real part of the psyche of Christians.  As soon as the government stopped persecuting them, they began persecuting on another.
Asceticism

Early Christian Asceticism

Pre-Christian Roots

Philo of Alexandria and the Therapeutae of Lake Mariotis

Athletes of Virtue:  Indian, Egyptian, Greek
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Egyptian Asceticism (Christian asceticism really begins in Egypt)
Started around Scetis and Nitria

Anthony started the set of asceticism called Anchorite asceticism, beyond the river.
Does not endorse extreme asceticism (to death)- Palestinian Asceticism also follow
Palestinian Asceticism

3rd and early 4th centuries

Followed the model of Egyptian Asceticism – a loose community, not a monastery

Syrian Asceticism
The norms become clearer. It follows the model of groups of monks in individual cells. A little bit more extreme than Egypt, the sooner you die, the more holy you are

Pachomius (Cenobotic Ascetism) was drafted into the Roman army.  He never fought, but he lived in a Roman camp for several years.  Because of the fear that their conscripts would run away, they put their soldiers in prison.  Nobody is taking care of him, but he is fed by Christians. He had a vision, in which he was told to built a community for monks.  Eventually he begins to open new monasteries.  He structured these monasteries much like the Roman army.  They were very successful financially because they were producing much and consuming little.  He required everyone to learn how to read.  He made sure that everybody had all the scriptures available to them.  This was the beginning of the monasteries as the center of learning.  The monks were well-respected in their communities because of their education.  By about 540, there are about 30 monasteries with 100 monks in each one.  His sister even founded a Cenobium for women.  3000 people are working for 200 years, exporting massive amounts of products all over the Mediterranean.  They had a fleet of ships and exported massive amounts of grain.  The Pachomian Monasteries ended by force during the reign of Justinian around 550.  They were probably slaughtered, but we don’t know for sure.  The Pachomian model became the standard for how to operate a monastery because they were self-perpetuating.  However, nobody was able to copy the Pachomian model.
Basel’s Cappadocian Asceticism
Basel himself was a rich man, his wife was of the first Christian convert. He desired to create a type of asceticism where the whole church community is practicing it together.
Patronage is the norm in Palestine, Syria, and Cappadocia. His intent is to serve the community to win people to Christ. He was a friend of Gregory of Nazianzus
Augustine’s Western Asceticism

Augustine was the first Westerner to frame asceticism in the West instead of moving to the East.
Scriptural Interpretation

The Enemies: 
Jews – They own the OT, and is their scripture. But the Christians want to get it and make it predominantly a Christian document. They were saying if the Jews felt to see that they stop being a people of God. Because they have abandoned Christ; God also abandoned them.
Marcion – One of the bad guys in the early Church. For him, the Old Testament God was a bad God.  The OT God was a God of creation, and NT was a God of redemption.

Gnostics – the created world is extremely bad and the only good part of the created world is the human soul, or inner light.  The good guy in the creation story is the serpent, while the bad guy is the creator.  A low god is the creator, because only a low god would deal with matter.  There were three groups:  the psychichoi, the materialistic ones, and the spiritual ones.
Celsus – a very intelligent, monotheistic, middle-platonic thinker who knows the scripture well enough to attack them very knowledgeably.  Most were attacking on the grounds of sexual orgies and cannibalism, Celsus knows enough to attack in a way that uses the scriptures.  He uses the scripture that says anyone who is hung on a tree is cursed.  He attacks them with the teachings of Jesus regarding turning the other cheek.  He has inside knowledge but is very vicious.  No one really knows how to answer him for two generations.  Origen was finally able to answer him in the book “Contra Celsus.”
Origen – He brings about the answer about how to deal with many others, but he found himself in trouble. He was a defender of scriptural interpretation, but was also one of the enemies.  He attacks the Jews, Marcion, and Gnostics.  What he misses is the historicity of creation.  He has a theology of creation, but no history.  Origen is willing to let the real event of creation become an allegory.
Note on the development of the canon:  Judaism, as it develops out of the same milieu as Christianity, becomes rabbinic Judaism.  The growth patterns between the two movements are parallel.  The Christian write the NT and the Jews write their Mishnah.  As Judaism is deciding what to accept into OT canon, Christians are waiting with bated breath for the results in order to know which books are in the canon.  Christianity basically accepts the canon that was defined by the rabbinic tradition.  Marcion defines his canon very narrowly, because he throws out the OT and any part of the NT that refers to OT – much of Paul’s writings, all the rest of the epistles, and only accepts the Gospel of Luke.  This is the first Christian canon.

The Friends of Scriptural Interpretation:

Irenaeus of Lyon (Against Heresies) held that there should be a Christian canon and that it should not be the one defined by Marcion.  He was the first to select M, M, L, J as authentic gospels.  He went to those churches that had been raised up by the apostles and found out which gospels they accepted as reliable.  He is the only one alive at the time that is only one generation removed from the apostles.  He was the only one alive that knew someone who knew an apostle.  He was trained by Polycarp, who sat at the feet of the apostle John.  Canonization, by its very nature, is a subjective process.  It is the messiest issue in Christendom.  We do not accept the early church as authoritative, but we accept the canon that they developed as authoritative.  The view of the early church regarding inspiration was very mechanistic.  One church father uses the imagery of God playing on His prophets like a musician playing on a flute.  Hebrews almost didn’t make it into the canon.  Origen liked it and argued that, since the Romans held that it was Pauline, the church should accept it on those grounds, even though the authorship was questioned.  His rationale was that it contained good theology, and it would be accepted if it was attributed to Paul.
Origen, On First Principles, book 4 – Origen’s hermeneutics
Tyconius, Book of Rules – Augustine uses Tyconius to define scriptural interpretation, but he eventually stops writing because he is afraid to use the Book of Rules.  Toward the end of his life, he completes his writings but he changes them to reflect that the devil is outside the church.
Augustine of Hippo, On Christian Doctrine
Diodore of Tarsus, Prologue to Psalms – makes a big difference between allegorizing scripture and typology.  He is reacting against Origen’s teaching that almost all of the OT is allegory.  The only way to establish the typology of the OT is if it confirmed in the NT.
Theodore of Mopsuestia, Prologue to Galatians – Wrote with Diodore from the school in Antioch against those in Alexandria (Clemente and Origen).
Three Primary Hermeneutics

Spiritual things are spiritually discerned:  It takes a spiritual person to interpret the spiritual meaning of the scripture.

No private interpretations:  Scripture must be interpreted according to the truth.

All scripture reveals Christ.

Creation

Philo of Alexandria, On the Creation of the World
There are similarities in all three of his works.  Philo is claiming that Plato got his best stuff from Moses.  His most important concept is that God is creator.  Philo was very strong on the “omnis” of God, but does not stress the closeness of God.  He focuses on God using His agents in creation – like His Logos.  Because God is transcendent, He uses his agents to act in the natural world.  Plato said that we understand the world beyond through “memory of our soul.”  Our souls came from the “real” world and can still remember dimly where they have been.  Philo agrees with Plato.  This world was created by God in order that we might learn to function in and get beyond it.  Philo makes the six days of creation very important.  Philo gives great authority to Pythagorus, who put together numerology and spiritual meaning.  Philo takes the numbers of the six days of creation and draws all kinds of “spiritual” relations from the numerology.  He spends dozens of pages on the numbers six and seven.  He is presenting the creation of the world from a middle-platonic view.  Because God is transcendent, He does not need time in order to create.  He accomplishes His creation by His thought – His logos – and it happens in a moment.  Logos is the agent by which the world is created, and logos is the world.  Philo says that it is ridiculous to make God dependant upon the time that He is creating.  All moments are one with God.  The creation of the world and the ending of the world are both in the same moment for God.  Genesis 1 and 2 are two creation stories.  One is the creation of the “real” human and the “dirt-formed” human.  The human that falls is not the real human.  The male represented the spiritual “real” and the female.  Dies around 50 A.D.
Theophilus of Antioch, To Autolycus
Fighting the Gnostics, he needs to let everyone know that the God of creation is the God of salvation.  He emphasizes the term Herxaemeron (six days).  He pays attention to the theology of the creation days.  Day four represents the “three of God” or the sun, moon, and stars, plus man.  The sun, moon and stars have their own light, but humans need light.  This is the first time the word “triad” is associated with God.  The point is that God has, and man needs.  With the human sin, all of creation falls.  He uses the analogy of the slave-master and the slave.  If the slave-master falls, his whole house falls with him.  When Adam and Eve fell, the whole world fell.  When God created, there was no intention of death; Sin brought death into the world.  He is the closest to the theology of John, but he never mentions Jesus Christ.  Why?  He is writing a persuasive work to pagans and trying to convince them that their god is his God, so he doesn’t muddy the water with talk of the trinity.  Carnivores represent the world after the fall.
Origen, On First Principles books 1 &2

Origen’s theology of creation was clustered around six main themes.  We don’t know if Origen really believed what he was writing.  He may have just been writing to show the Gnostics that he could do better than them at explaining creation.  Evagrius of Pontus takes the scenario that will be presented below seriously from On First Principle and makes it the norm for Evagrius’s Christianity.  He argued that Origen was writing his own ideas, and both were condemned as heretics.  Origen had been dead for 150 years.  Rufinis defended Origen and barely escaped from himself.  Jerome condemned Origen because he was afraid that he (Jerome) would be condemned, but at the same time he was using Origen in his own writings.  The six steps of Origen:
The curtain rises on the history of the universe with all the souls surrounding God, facing inward, and contemplating Him perfectly.  (Large circle with many small circles).  There is no matter – it is a spirit world.  These souls have not yet fallen.  They were created by God, but they had no beginning, because they are before time.
These souls fall and spiral down because they have turned their back on God.  The have looked to themselves.  The discovered that there was nothing else, so they cooled and they fell.  Every single one of the souls (except one) fell.  Hell is separation from God.  In this system, hell is a very cold, dark place.

This step includes the creation of the known material world, planets, and sun – the entire cosmos – is created as a schoolhouse for these fallen souls.  It is the place where fallen souls work out their salvation.  These souls do not know how to get back to God.  They have some distant memory of God, but not enough to find their way back to Him.

Logos was the one soul that did not fall.  JW’s get their Christology essentially from Origen.  Origen argued against Caldwell’s principle and says that Logos was not God, but one of the created souls – the only one that didn’t fall.  This cannot be scriptural.  The Bible teaches that there were two falls, not one.  The world was created as a blessing, not as a schoolhouse.  This view does away with the literal creation and the fall of Adam and Eve.  The Logos chooses (by himself) and was sent by God to show the trapped souls the way out.  He is the instructor or teacher for the schoolhouse.  He conquered the material, created world by living a perfect life and dying the perfect death.  The perfect life was the most important for Origen.
This is the step of salvation – the step of getting out.  Those who have followed the example of Logos and ascend to the father.  Logos lived a perfect life; He is the example for us.  The Platonic term for this is “the ascent of the soul.”  This process may take you one lifetime, or it may take you a thousand lifetimes.  This was not considered by Origen to be salvation by works – it was salvation by following Jesus.

All things must be restored back with God.  This may take a long time, but it will happen eventually.  He believed that every soul, include the devil and all of his angels would go through the process of the ascent of the soul.  
The idea of a literal devil doesn’t fit within this scheme, but Origen firmly believed in the devil and argued for his existence in several of his works.  This is one of the reasons that some argued that Origen didn’t really believe this Platonic view.  There were three main reasons that Origen was condemned.  First, his view of Christ was too diminutive.  Second, He taught that the devil will be saved.  Third, they are not comfortable with the idea of an innate immortal soul.  His work does have one parallel with Ellen White – the area of atonement.  Salvation, or the work of atonement, is not done until everything is one pulse of harmony.  She uses this idea to absolutely blast the idea of an eternal hell.  Origen does not have an eternal hell.  He goes at it differently, but he ends up at the same destination.  With EGW, we have the absolute annihilation of the wicked until all is one pulse of harmony with God.  With an eternally burning hell, you never reach final atonement.  Origen, too, teaches that everything will eventually come back to harmony.  In a way, we agree with Origen, except we believe that there will be some missing who were destroyed by their wickedness.
Basil of Ceasarea, The Hexaemeron
Part of what he says is dependent on Origen.  Origen is the one who uses Philo the most as an example of allegorical interpretation of the OT.  Origen has Philo’s writings in his library.  He moves up to Caesarea of Palestine and makes his library available to the church in church there.  The Jews ignore Philo.  They do not save his writings, but Origen did and he is the reason that we have Philo’s writings.  Basil of Cesarea in Cappadocia was converted by Gregory Thamaturgos, who had the teachings of Philo and Origen.  Basil’s writings assume that what you see is what God created.  God’s creation was a theology of death.  The fall was a small fall.  Carnivores represent the world before the fall.
Gregory of Nyssa, On the Making of Man
Models of the Fall of the Church
Irenaeus – The Apostolic Succession Model

There was unity of truth with Jesus and the Apostles.  Operates from singularity to diversity.  Anyone who deviates from this truth does so intentionally out of pride, arrogance, etc.  Anyone who was a heretic was motivated by selfish principles.


Walter Bauer – Orthodoxy and Heresy in Earliest Christian 

There was vast diversity that was fought into a unity of belief.  He argues that Rome won and they got to write the history books.  One thing is true from this model – more diversity exists than Irenaeus would allow.  Also, he does not attribute all heresy to selfishness.  Helmut Koester states that “as soon as there were 12 apostles, there were 12 Christianities.”

The Toboggan Model – Maxwell

 “The speed with which they tobogganed into apostasy will take your breath away.”  The idea of soul sleep quickly gets lost, as does the Sabbath.  They also move away very quickly from the apostolic teaching regarding women in leadership.



The Tunnel Model – Maxwell

The early church goes into a tunnel very early and doesn’t emerge until 200-300 years later.  When it does finally emerge, everything has changed, and everyone claims that they are following the apostles.  Nobody is willing to admit change in anything, whether worship or theology.  Everybody wants to claim that what they have is what was given by Jesus to the apostles – a complete denial of change.  “As we worship, so we believe.”  Now we are starting to get light in the tunnel, because more and more scholars are becoming specialists in certain, specific areas of church history.  As most denominations look into a deep dark well (Christian history) with a mirror in the bottom; they see themselves looking up from the bottom.


Present Truth Model – EGW

Some believe that truth with any error mixed in is not truth at all.  Calvin is identified as someone who was presenting present truth.  He had a truth for his time – his protestant theological views.  This does not mean that everything he taught is correct, but he had “present truth.”  We can stand on his shoulders even though we must critique his theology.
Trinity in Three Stages

In general, Trinitarianism is trying to define Christ – so is Christology.  One deals with His divinity and the other deals with His humanity.

The Monists are behind the seven schools.  They are trying to identify the single element that is behind the cosmos.  Which one principle is most important in the universe?  They reject the religious background of immoral god that was embraced by the Greeks and Romans.  They identify things like water, air, etc.  Those who came after the Monists and began to embrace the divine continued to reject the gods of the poets.  They held that there was one God above all others, completely transcendent.  They were monotheistic.  They held that God related very little to us as humans.

Pythagorus – came up with the idea that there is a relationship between the transcendent God and this universe.  The connection has to do with our souls.
The most important component of all of the early philosophical schools it ethics – how we live our lives.

The Seven Schools of Greek Philosophical Thought:

Platonic School – from the writings of Plato (dies 347 B.C.).  The platonic school is called “the academy.”  Socrates is a teacher of Plato, so this school of thought is often called Socratic thought.  Their thought was characterized by the idea of a “real world” and the “sense-perceptible world.”  The only way we can get information from the real world is through the memory of our souls.  Because God is transcendent, His agent, the demiurge, is the one who creates the sensory world.
Aristotelian School – also called the Peripatetic or Lyceum or Gymnasium School.  Aristotle died in 322 B.C.  He wanted to look for truth in the sensory world.  He is reacting to platonic thought.  He studies nature and the natural world.  He wants to deal with reality.  He set up the understanding of the natural world that is not surpassed until the late middle ages.  His hierarchy of existence goes from rocks and minerals to plants to lesser animals to upper animals to humans to daemons (angels) to God.  God is the apex of his monotheistic hierarchy.  Aristotle is the first to systematize logic.  He uses syllogisms – if A=B and B=C then A=C.
Epicurean School – also known as “From the Garden.”  Epicurus died in 270 B.C.  The very highest value is pleasure.  He rejects all religion and holds that there is no divine.  Therefore, the best way to live is the way that brings the most pleasure.  He is not a hedonist.  He holds that the one that lives with the most pleasure with be one who is very carefully regimented and self-controlled.  He taught his students to live an ascetic life.  This view is the least influential of the middle-platonic view.
Stoics – Zeno of Citium died in 263 B.C.  He goes to the “garden” and is disappointed with what he hears there.  He does not attack the school, but he thinks he can do better, so he goes onto a porch and begins to teach there (porch – stoa).  He teaches very strict and overt monotheism.  Fate is beyond our control – things are going to happen and you can’t change them.  Fate brings about the circle of history.  History is guaranteed to repeat itself.  The entire universe has come and gone many times.  You will die and come back and do exactly what you have already done.  Zeno is the first to attach a name to the platonic demiurge – Logos.  The Logos is the one who creates the material world over and over again.  The stoics allowed that the writings of the ancient poets (Homer, Pindar, Hesiod) really do give truth, but it is not on the surface.  They must be interpreted allegorically.

Sophists – we can prove anything from nothing.

Cynics – we don’t know anything.  There is really nothing to know.

Skeptics – we can’t know anything for sure.

The last three schools are nihilistic.

The middle-platonic world-view (1st Century B.C. to 3rd Century A.D.) is what arises out of the milieu of these seven schools.  It draws mostly from Plato, Aristotle, and the Stoics.  Middle-platonic thought believes in one transcendent God; it sees the human soul as a link to the divine world and the agent(s) of God as creator.  The early church begins to try to make religion relate to this world-view.  John, under inspiration, identifies Jesus as the Logos.  Christianity is monotheistic, but how do they explain Christ?  Who is Jesus?  The natural reaction for the early church was to say that Jesus was the Logos, the agent of God.  The Spirit was the manifestation of God’s omnipresence.  The conflict came in the fact that the scripture does not teach Jesus as an agent of God – it teaches that Jesus IS God.  Christianity must not be based up philosophy, but on scripture.  Plato says that we understand the “real” world through the memory of our souls, yet scripture teaches us that God reveals Himself through scripture.

Philo is a contemporary of Christ, a Jew from Alexandria.  He teaches that God creates through Logos, a demiurge.  He has no concern with Christ because of his Jewish background.
Irenaeus comes along and writes against the Gnostics.  He holds that we cannot have Jesus be one of the agents of God.  If salvation is supposed to be the connection between God and humans, then the link or bridge must be fully God and fully human.

Theophilus of Antioch – his big concern is to be sure that he is connecting with this pagan, Autolycus.  He is trying to make that link by emphasizing monotheism, so much so that he never mentions Jesus Christ.  He completely leaves out the Savior.  He does introduce Logos, but that is ok because the Stoics are using Logos.  He hints at the fact that Logos may be “son” but never really comes out and makes the connection.  Christians are so called because they are the anointed ones of God.  He is the first to use the term “triad.”

Tertullian – also is insisting on monotheism, but is trying to deal with the plurality that exists in the NT.  He comes up with the concept of “Economy” – there is one God with two tenants, the Son and the Spirit.  There is a monarch with two lieutenants.  His concept does include the idea of subordination.  This doesn’t differ much from the middle-platonic view of demiurges.  He is trying to teach Christians, not pagans.  His terminology becomes the norm for Latin theology.  He is the very first salvo in a very long fight, not the final world on the Trinity.  
Sabellius (2nd Cent.) – taught Sabellianism or Modelism, that there was one mode with three modes.  Temporal (or chronological) Modelism teaches that God took different modes at different times in history.  The Father is in the OT, Son in the NT, and the Spirit in the time of the church.  Monarchical Modelism comes out to be essentially the same, but does not stress time.  There is no way for him to explain the baptism of Jesus.  
Lucian of Antioch – teaches in a school of theology in Antioch.  We aren’t sure what he taught, but we know that he taught Arius and Eusebius of Nicomedia.
Origen – looks at Jesus as God only through participation, not by nature.  He participates in the Father’s divinity by never falling away.  He was the only created being that never fell.  Origen makes the argument that the missing article proves this to be true.  If Jesus was to stop contemplating God, he too would fall away – meaning that He is God only through participation.  Origen equates Sophia with the Son.

The Council of Nicaea – Constantine was trying to glue his crumbling empire back together and used Nicaea as a political method for bringing unity.  The bishops were trying to find theological unity.  Alexander (Bishop of Alexandria) and Arius (a presbyter in Alexandria) were the two main teachers that opposed each other.  We don’t know what Alexander was teaching, but we know what Arius was teaching.  The assumption is that Alexander was teaching what they agreed upon at the Council of Nicaea, but that is only an assumption.  Arius is underneath Alexander, but he is very vociferous in teaching his views that Jesus in not eternal and is subordinate to the Father.  Jesus is our example.  He lived a holy life and so can you.  Alexander says that Arius is wrong.  He brought Arius along to Nicaea to accuse him before the council.  Athanasius (a presbyter and is personal secretary to Alexander) also goes to Nicaea.  The council refutes the teachings of Arius.  He is anathematized.  Eusebius of Caesarea offers his creed, and it is flatly rejected by the council.  Arius gets back up and tries to defend himself again, but he is shot down again.  Alexander of Alexandria never really offered his own solution, just argued against Arius.  The church of Jerusalem (probably) suggested the term homoousios – Son is the same essence or substance as the Father.  Only three did not vote for the creed – we know Arius and Eusebius of Nicomedia for sure, but not the other.  All three were anathematized.  They all went home and then the questions began to come.  The term is not in the Bible, and that was important to the early church.  The term can represent either being, essence, or substance.  It is not really precise.  If you say that the Son is the same being as the Father, you are teaching Sabellianism again.  From this point forward, all of the arguments are for the purpose of rejecting Arianism on the one hand and Sabellianism on the other hand.  The one position that they try to hold onto is that of Origen.  There are times however, that Origen made statements that could lean toward Arianism.
homoousios – the Nicaean term

homo=same

ousios=nature or substance; person or individual

“Same nature” rejects Arius; “same individual” accepts Sabellianism.
The bishops begin to back away from this wording, and Constantine did an about-face.  He ended up saying that if you believed homoousios you could be killed.  The only one to hang onto this belief was Athanasius.

homoios – “the Son is similar to the Father”
This interpretation is very ambiguous.
Even Arius could agree with it, but it did reject Sabellianism.
This came out of a striving for unity.
homoiousios – “similar in nature”

This gets rid of Arius, but it is still too ambiguous.
The coalition begins to completely crumble.
homoousios 2 hypostasis – “same nature, two individuals”

The problem with this terminology is that it can mean two different things depending on whether it is in Greek or Latin.

This never makes it to a council, because it left out the Spirit.

Basil of Ceasarea writes On the Holy Spirit.  He was not supported by the brothers, and accuses them of being fighters against the Holy Spirit because they didn’t want to admit that the Holy Spirit was fully God.

Ambrose of Milan also wrote a book called On the Holy Spirit for his own culture.  He allows for the term to be “homoousious 3 hypostasis.”  A coalition begins to form around this idea.
heteroousios – “different natures”

These guys, Eunomius and Aetius, get labeled “extreme Arians.”

They went south to Ethiopia with the Koptic church and found a group that was willing to concede that Jesus was not God.

The writings of Gregory of Nazianzus, especially Five Theological Orations, most clearly summarize the philosophical teachings of the trinity.  The situation finally begins to coalesce, and Constantinople (381 A.D.) makes “homoousios 3 hypostasis” orthodox theology.

Emperor Valens is really trying to make “homoiousios” work because he prefers ambiguity.  He decided to clip Basil’s wings.  He divides the area of Cappadocia in half, cutting his influence in half, too.  Basil sees it coming and puts a lot of bishops in place around him who agreed with his theology, including his brother and Gregory, the Bishop of Nazianzus.  However, all this becomes unnecessary because Valens dies and Theodosius I becomes emperor.  He sees which way the wind is blowing and decides to agree with Basil, making Gregory of Nazianzus the Bishop of Constantinople.  His detractors brought out the canon of Nicaea, which said that a person could not be bishop of two places, and he had to go back to being the Bishop of Nazianzus.  The same council that affirmed his theology ousted him as Bishop of Nazianzus.
3 in 1

Trinitarian Formula

Trinitarian Dogma

Augustine talks about the eternal progression

The Trinitarian Controversy is the first to the Christology controversy

Christology

In the early church Christology and trinitarianism never get separate, we need to do that to understand it

Background

Pagan interactions between gods and humans

Middle Platonic Philosophical Milieu

First generation saw Christ as a human

Jesus eat with them… Testimony of Peter was revealed to him by the Holy Spirit. Because he had know Christ as a human Being. Now to say that He is the Son God is an act of faith

Later generations heard of Christ as God

So now Docetism come and ask was He really human? We know is was God, but He  appears to be human

Iranaeus of Lyon

Fighting against Marcion and the Gnostic
Real human necessary:

Because “What is not assumed is not healed.”

Real God necessary:

         Salvation is participation in Divinity.

        We participate in the ethical Character of God, 

Christ as Victor

Christ is Victor for us. Substitution is inerrant in that statement

Divine nature worked out within Trinitarianism

Origen

God by participation, not nature

Athanasius

 Creator not creature.

Council of Constantinople

            Homoousios with the Father

But what about the Human Nature?

Apollinarius of Laodicea:

Sarx/Logos (Dokeo) Christology

Jesus Christ has a human body, and Logos Jesus take the soul of a human body. His philosophy did not allow the possibility for Jesus to be a true human
Alexandrian School:

Stressed the Unity of Christ 
Antiochene School:

Stressed the duality of Christ
Council Of Ephesus, A.D. 431 (The Robber Council)
Cyril of Alexandria: 

Hypostatic Union: One person, two nature
Diodore of Tarsus

Theodore of Mopsuestia

Nestorius:

          Extreme separation (Not theotokos) (God bearer)
When Nestorius from Antioch became bishop of Constantinople in 428, he and Cyril soon clashed. Nestorius emphasized the humanity of Christ and refused to refer to Mary as “God–bearer,” calling her “Christ–bearer” instead, on the grounds that she gave birth only to a man, who then became both an instrument and a vessel of divinity. 

Nestorius taught, the human person (Jesus) and the divine person were united by such a close and sympathetic association as to be virtually indistinguishable. Cyril, on the other hand, argued that although Christ had two completely separate natures, divine and human, they were united “hypostatically” (in a more intrinsic union). Cyril accused Nestorius of dividing Christ’s nature and called a synod in 430 to condemn him.
Before the Antioch delegation arrived, Cyril deposed Nestorius, which provoked the Antiochenes to hold a council of their own in which they then deposed Cyril. 

Eutyches:

Nearly a Monophysite

John, bishop of Antioch, was need by Nestorius for the sake of vote, and Leo the first
Council of Chalcedon, A.D. 451

Cyril achieved only partial success because in 451 the Council of Chalcedon modified his Christology. Because Cyril’s ambiguous wording failed to distinguish carefully between “nature” and “person,” Chalcedon’s clarification spoke of the two natures of Christ as united indivisibly and without confusion in one person. Both Nestorius and Eutyches were anathemazed and excommunicated.
